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MARKUP ON H. CON. RES. 20 AND H. CON.
RES. 46

Thursday, October 14, 1999

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AFRICA,

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS,
Washington, D.C.

The Subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 1:30 p.m., in room
2200, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Edward R. Royce
(Chairman of the Subcommittee) presiding.

Mr. ROYCE. [presiding] The Subcommittee on Africa will now
come to order to mark up two resolutions.

We will now consider House Concurrent Resolution 20, a resolu-
tion concerning economic humanitarian and other assistance to So-
malia. The Chair lays the resolution before the Committee. The
clerk will report the title of the resolution.

The CLERK. ‘‘H. Con. Res. 20, concerning economic humani-
tarian——’’

Mr. ROYCE. Without objection, the clerk will read the preamble
and operative language of the resolution for amendment.

The CLERK. ‘‘Whereas, in the area of the northern part of Soma-
lia——’’

Mr. ROYCE. Without objection, the resolution is considered as
having been read and is open to amendment at any point.

[The information referred to appears in the appendix.]
Mr. ROYCE. Now, this resolution was introduced on February 2

and referred by Chairman Gilman to this Subcommittee. It draws
much needed attention to Somalia, which has ceased to exist as a
nation. As a result of fighting between factions led by self-serving
war lords, there is no nation state left in Somalia today.

This resolution recognizes that the northern part of Somalia has
achieved a significant level of economic and social stability. This
should be commended. The resolution, however, should not be con-
strued as calling for diplomatic recognition of Somalia-land. In fact,
the resolution calls for all Somali parties to work with the inter-
national community to achieve, quote, ‘‘a permanent end to the
civil strife there in the adoption of a permanent governmental
structure most conducive to the well-being and basic human rights
of all Somali people.’’

I would like to commend Mr. Campbell for authoring and Mr.
Payne, the Ranking Member, for co-sponsoring the resolution.

Do any Members seek recognition to discuss the resolution?
Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman?
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Campbell of California.
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Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman, thank you for your kind words.
You have accurately and forcefully described the purpose of the leg-
islation. I am proud that Congressman Payne agreed to be the
original co-sponsor. I would emphasize that this is not all that
some want. It is not a recognition of a new country. I recognize
under our Constitution that the President to the United States has
the authority to recognize countries.

What it is, is a request that for the sake of the humanitarian
goals of assistance, that we should not hold that assistance back
from people capable of using it because conditions over which they
have no control have not yet ripened.

With that, and in view of the pending vote on the floor, Mr.
Chairman, I yield back. Thank you for scheduling this hearing.

Mr. ROYCE. Thank you, Mr. Campbell.
Are there any other Members seeking recognition?
If not, the gentleman from California, Mr. Campbell, is recog-

nized to offer a motion.
Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman, I move that the Subcommittee re-

port H. Con. Res 20, as amended—I believe it has been amended—
but let me say, if amended—if that is appropriate to say—that I
move this Subcommittee report H. Con. Res 20 favorably to the
Full Committee.

Mr. ROYCE. Without objection, the motion is agreed to.
Let us call the roll if we can.
The question is on the motion of the gentleman from California.
All those in favor of the motion say aye.
All those opposed say no.
The ayes have it. That motion is agreed to.
Mr. CAMPBELL. Excuse me. Do you think we should go to the sec-

ond resolution now or do you want to wait?
Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Chairman, let us try to finish.
Mr. CAMPBELL. Let us do it.
Mr. ROYCE. OK. We will now consider House Concurrent Resolu-

tion 46, urging the end of the war between Eritrean and Ethiopia
and calling on the United Nations Human Rights Commission and
other human rights organizations to investigate human rights
abuses in connection with the Eritrean and Ethiopian conflict con-
cerning economic, humanitarian, and other assistance.

The Chair lays the resolution before the Committee. The clerk
will report the title of the resolution.

The CLERK. ‘‘H. Con. Res. 46, urging an end to the war between
Eritrean and Ethiopia and calling on the United Nations Human
Rights Commission and other human rights organizations to inves-
tigate human rights abuses in connection with the Eritrean and
Ethiopian conflict.’’

Mr. ROYCE. Thank you, and, without objection, the clerk will
read the preamble and operative language.

The CLERK. ‘‘Whereas, peace and stability——’’
Mr. ROYCE. Without objection, the resolution is considered as

having been read and is open to amendment at any point.
Mr. ROYCE. Just to brief, this resolution was introduced on

March 9 and referred to this Subcommittee. It urges an end to the
17-month long war between Eritrean and Ethiopia that has re-
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sulted in the loss of more than 70,000 to date and calls for the in-
vestigation of human rights abuses in connection with the conflict.

Hopefully, this resolution will help to bring home to both sides
of the conflict that Congress has lost patience with the intran-
sigence that keeps a war going that neither side can afford. It rec-
ognizes the OAU framework, which both sides claim to accept, and
provides an equitable basis to end the devastating conflict. I would
like to commend the author, Mr. Campbell for this resolution.

Do any Members seek recognition?
Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman?
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Campbell.
Mr. CAMPBELL. I am honored to have my good friend, Congress-

man Payne, as original co-sponsor and my good friend, Congress-
man Chabot. I think, however, that it is a point of view what we
all share.

Personal note: My heart is broken over this fight. I have said so
publicly. My wife and I spent Thanksgiving in Eritrea and then in
Ethiopia 2 years ago. We love the people of both countries. They
should not be at war.

Not only are they at war, Mr. Chairman, but they are engaging
in human rights abuses of the most serious kind, which have come
to light during the war. It is only because of a desire of diplomacy
that I do not like going into much more pointed accusations, which
I would perhaps go into; in fact, I might even at some point very
soon.

Mr. ROYCE. Perhaps on the floor.
Mr. CAMPBELL. I would say we are tempted to. This war should

not happen, and the people should not be killing each other in the
manner that they are. There are human rights abuses in connec-
tion with deportation, in connection with the way the war is con-
ducted, in connection with the manner in which lives are being
lost.

Mr. Chairman, because you care so deeply, how hard it is to get
colleagues’ attention to Africa. When something like this happens,
the natural reaction is ‘‘Well, there they go again.’’

If Americans had taken this attitude about World War I, they
would have said, ‘‘Well, there go those Europeans fighting each
other again.’’ Or the second world war, as well, and yet when peo-
ple say that about Africa, it seems to pass without challenge. So,
that is the harm that has come from this war.

At risk of making a diplomatic breech, I shall be silent and sim-
ply say this one matters to me immensely. I am grateful that you
scheduled it for markup, and I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. We thank you, Mr. Campbell.
Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Chairman?
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Hastings.
Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Chairman, I would just like to echo the re-

marks of my distinguished colleague from California, but, more im-
portantly, in light of the fact that he is not here to say for the
record what I know all of the Members of this Committee know
and that is that Donald Payne has spent an extraordinary amount
of time, and we all appreciate very much his not only being a co-
sponsor here but his continuing urging of parties to continue to en-
gage in actions that will decrease tensions and bring about a quick
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and peaceful resolution of this conflict. I join in that, and the state-
ment that I had for the record, Mr. Chairman, I would ask permis-
sion to revise and extend and include that statement.

Mr. ROYCE. We will do that, Mr. Hastings.
Mr. Chabot.
Mr. CHABOT. Thank you, and I will be very brief. I would like

to join my colleagues. I am an original co-sponsor of this resolution,
and we had an opportunity to meet with representatives of the Eri-
treans and the Ethiopians on numerous occasions, and, as Mr.
Campbell said, one just can’t help but just shake their head about
this. All wars are tragic. This is a war that is particularly tragic
and really pointless, and these parties should not be fighting. One
can never afford a war, so they—and they certainly can’t afford this
one—and I hope that this does some good, but it gets very frus-
trating.

Yield back.
Mr. ROYCE. Thank you. There being no other further debate on

this issue, I will recognize the gentleman from California for a mo-
tion.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman, I move the Subcommittee report
H. Con. Res. 46 favorably to the Full Committee.

Mr. ROYCE. Without objection, the motion is agreed to.
The question is on the motion, and all those in favor say aye.
Opposed say no.
The ayes have it. The motion is agreed to.
This markup session is adjourned, and we are adjourned until

after the vote at which point we will come back for our hearing on
the United States South Africa Relations: Present and Future.

So we will return in 15 minutes.
[Whereupon, at 1:46 p.m., the Subcommittee recessed, and pro-

ceeded to other business at 2 p.m.]
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